
Guided Reading in Reception 

Guided Reading: 

This is a weekly session of group reading that focuses on a variety of reading skills depending on the 

needs of the children. The formative assessment strategies we use help us to analyse the children’s 

progress on a weekly basis and really personalise their targets. Initially children begin their reading 

journey with a conversation text where the main focus is on description of characters, objects, 

events and much more to ensure that children build upon their comprehension. Once children have 

developed this skill our focus becomes broader. We then widen our focus to predicting, decoding, 

re-enacting and justifying. Children are provided with many opportunities to develop as a whole 

reader under the careful supervision of the class teacher.   

Magnetic Boards and Letters:  

Magnetic boards and letters are available for children to practise and extend their skill at making a 

variety of words. Children are set tasks to make different words ensuring that the letters are placed 

in the correct order.  

Phonics Play ICT: 

In Reception we use computing as a way to consolidate or extend any of the phonics phonemes we 

learn in class. A wide selection of fun games enable the children to focus on a particular sound, 

review their score and build on it. This is a fun collaborative activity with a focus on decoding and 

blending. 

Phonic Games: 

After investing in a range of “Letter and Sounds” specific games, the children work through phase 

specific activities which are designed to support consolidation of old sounds, acquisition of new 

sounds and have opportunities to read and apply common exception words.  

Word Wall and Writing Area: 

Our word wall is referred to when we are faced with a common exception word. This highlights the 

importance of sight vocabulary and enables children to interact with their learning environment.  

Role Play: 

In order to promote a broad and balanced reading curriculum at this early stage we utilise the role 

play area to re-enact stories, interact with fiction and promote drama. This contributes vitally to the 

development of various assessment foci such as responding to texts, answering literal questions plus 

enjoyment and interpreting stories.  

Book Corner: 

We encourage children to use our book corner at their own leisure with an underlying target to 

handle a variety of books independently.  


