
Guided Reading in Year Two 

 

Reading in Year Two 

Reading in Year Two is vitally important.  It is likely that your child will be able to decode simple texts 

already, but our focus this year is furthering this and allowing your child to develop wholly as a 

reader.  Your child’s reading is assessed on a weekly basis and each reading session has a clear 

Assessment Focus which can include many areas of reading.  There are seven key areas; decoding 

strategies, understanding, inference, text structure, author’s style/language, viewpoints and literary 

texts in the past, present or future.  Any support you can give your child at home is welcomed with 

the approach of ‘little and often’ in mind.  Even a page a day can benefit all children.  

Guided Reading 

This is a weekly session of a small group of readers which focuses on a variety of reading skills 

depending on the needs of the children.  The children will read all (or part of, dependent on length) 

of the text with the class teacher.   Each session will have an assessment focus (see above). The 

formative assessment strategies we use help us to analyse the children’s progress on a weekly basis 

and really personalise their targets.  

Reading Journal 

The reading journal activity allows children to re-read their key text. They then focus on a different 

assessment focus from the one they initially looked at to deepen their understanding.  This gives 

children the chance to use the book independently as well as think more deeply about the text and 

develop their reasoning skills. 

Buddies 

In Year Two, we have a small number of Year Four children who visit daily and are paired with a child 

based on their ability.  They re-read your child’s key text and ask questions based on this.  They then 

choose a book from our class library to share together.  This is fun and reinforces our school core 

values of Friendship, Responsibility and Teamwork as the older children support the younger 

children.  This consolidates their fluency and understanding and gets them talking about the books! 

Comprehension 

As comprehension is at the forefront of our reading skills, the children have a reading task to 

complete.  The text will usually be a short text which is different from what they have previously 

read to encourage independence and reading for meaning. We encourage the children to interact 

with the text in varied ways, eg. Use of highlighters, talking tins, collaborative discussion.  

Mrs Speake/Miss Stronge’s Reading Groups 

Mrs Speake and Miss Stronge use the guided reading time to support/ extend a variety of reading 

interventions. This may be consolidation of a text they have read with the teacher or an additional 

text with personalised reading opportunities and individualised targets. 


