
 

  

Your child’s spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural 

development 

 

 

The personal development 

of pupils, spiritually, morally, 

socially and culturally, plays 

a significant part in their 

ability to learn and to 

achieve. 

‘The school curriculum 

should develop principles for 

distinguishing between right  

and wrong. It should 

develop pupils’ knowledge, 

understanding and 

appreciation  

of their own and different 

beliefs and cultures, and 

how these influence  

individuals and societies.’ 

 



  Spiritual development is the development of the non-material element of a 

human being which animates and sustains us and, depending on our point 

of view, either ends or continues in some form when we die. It is about the 

development of a sense of identity, self-worth, personal insight, meaning 

and purpose. It is about the development of a pupil’s ‘spirit’. Some people 

may call it the development of a pupil’s ‘soul’; others as the development 

of ‘personality’ or ‘character’. 
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Moral development is about the building, by pupils, of a framework of 

moral values which regulates their personal behaviour. It is also about the 

development of pupils’ understanding of society’s shared and agreed 

values. It is about understanding that there are issues where there is 

disagreement and it is also about understanding that society’s values 

change. Moral development is about gaining an understanding of the 

range of views and the reasons for the range. It is also about developing an 

opinion about the different views.  
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Examples of what we do: 

 The school core values and motto. 

 P4C throughout curriculum to enhance the development of generic 

learning skills; visits to places of worship; link with Grove school 

Handsworth and school in India; discussions about world events; 

SEAL assemblies. 

 RE curriculum. 

 Enquiry based learning (P4C); experiential learning initiatives such as 

Gardening Club and Forest School: visits to Bagots Wood, farms, 

Cannock Chase, Blithfield Reservoir, the zoo, Faith Trail: visits from 

police, nurses, animal handlers: links with school in India; collecting 

books for Kriscenevic. 

 Cross curricular links; songs to aid memory and learning; drama; art; 

topic themed role play areas, home learning; opportunity to present 

their learning to peers (in class and whole school); celebration 

assemblies. 

 Pupil voice in all areas of school life, especially through school 

council; self-assessment using: 

o Success Criteria; Pupil Questionnaire.  

o Interviews with school governors and subject leaders. 

 

Examples of what we do: 

 School core values and motto.  

o RCFS – Responsibility Consideration Friendship Success 

o TEAM – Together Everyone Achieves More 

 PSHE and RE curriculum: generic skills of self-awareness, managing 

feelings and reasoning; pupils are aware of the school’s high 

expectations of them. 

 Pupils assess and manage risk through setting and reviewing 

classroom and school rules; pupils are aware of sanctions of 

expectations of behaviour are breached; outside agencies and 

organisations are used to explore e-safety, anti-bullying, road 

safety and the work of the police and fire brigade. 

 Assemblies; topic opportunity (e.g. environmental issues, scientific 

enquiry, R.E.); P4C; generic skills of enquiry - reasoning and  

problem solving; PSHE, including, discussing and forming opinions 

on world events and debate in school council. 

 

Vision Statement 

“Our vision is to create a school community where 

children learn, love and laugh together and adhere 

to our motto: TEAM – together everyone achieves 

more” 

 

 



 

 

  

Cultural development is about pupils’ understanding their own culture and 

other cultures in their town, region and in the country as a whole. It is 

about understanding cultures represented in Europe and elsewhere in the 

world. It is about understanding and feeling comfortable in a variety of 

cultures and being able to operate in the emerging world culture of 

shared experiences provided by television, travel and the internet. It is 

about understanding that cultures are always changing and coping with 

change. Promoting pupils’ cultural development is intimately linked with 

schools’ attempts to value cultural diversity and prevent racism. 
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Social development is about young people working effectively with each 

other and participating successfully in the community as a whole. It is 

about the development of the skills and personal qualities necessary for 

living and working together. It is about functioning effectively in a multi-

racial, multi-cultural society. It involves growth in knowledge and 

understanding of society in all its aspects. This includes understanding 

people as well as understanding society’s institutions, structures and 

characteristics, economic and political principles and organisations, roles 

and responsibilities and life as a citizen, parent or worker in a community. It 

also involves the development of the inter-personal skills necessary for 

successful relationships. 
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Examples of things we do: 

 Links with Grove School in Handsworth (exchange visits). 

 Inter-school sporting and performing arts events and 

competitions. 

 A range of projects with local schools and with outside 

organisations such as; French Day, multi skills, ICT learning.   

 Ks2 participate in the Faith Trail – visiting 4 places of worship 

in Derby.  

Verbal intelligence is developed through paired talk, group 

discussion.  

 After school clubs, school trips, visitors to assembly, parent 

assemblies, school performances, sporting events, visitors to 

school. 

 Y4 residential. 

 Playground leaders. 

 RE curriculum. 

 Links with an Indian school. 

 School council (involvement with staff interviews). 
 

Examples of what we do: 

 Our work towards a culturally relevant curriculum aims to 

develop in pupils an understanding of themselves as residents 

in a rural setting, by including topics that involve local places 

of interest; comparing and contrasting their own setting with 

that of others. 

 Visits to the places of worship in the village. 

 Taking part in social and educational opportunities as they 

arise (Best Kept Village competition, Remembrance Sunday) 

and encouraging local residents and ex pupils to speak to 

the children in school. 

 Many of our pupils are involved in sports, performing arts 

initiatives, inside and outside of school. 

 Peripatetic brass, string and wind tuition. 

 We hold various sponsored events, highlighting different parts 

of the curriculum (numeracy, literacy, PE).  

 A rolling programme of focus weeks. 

 We have visiting performers in school, e.g. The Vikings, 

Florence Nightingale, music ensembles.  We also have visitors 

from local business and organisations, e.g. the local vicar, 

Rugeley Power station. 

 Multi culturally relevant resources.  

 Links with  primary school in Handsworth, Birmingham and a 

school in India. 

 The RE curriculum is delivered in a cross-curricular, creative, 

interactive and experiential approach. 

The Richard Clarke First School encourages everyone to excel by: 

 

•Valuing independence, developing a deeper level of learning 

and providing a curriculum which enables our pupils to become 

active citizens of the future. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

What difference 

does it make to 

belong? 

 

Identify the 

importance for 

some people of 

belonging to a 

religion and 

recognise the 

difference this 

makes to their lives 

Why did people 

bring Jesus 

presents? 

 

Explore stories 

about the lives and 

teachings of key 

religious figures 

 

 

What makes a 

Christian home? 

 

 

Hear and respond 

to stories about 

belonging and 

relating to religious 

communities 

  

 

 

 

How can you learn 

something looking 

through a window? 

 

Engage with 

religious beliefs and 

ideas expressed 

through story, 

symbol and other 

visual forms of 

expression 

 

Why did Moses 

take off his shoes? 

 

 

Listen to and ask 

questions about 

stories of individuals  

and their 

relationship with 

God 

 

 

 

What helps people 

to pray? 

 

 

Explore as 

appropriate the 

special nature of 

artefacts used in 

worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Would you like to 

help me build a 

Sukkah ? 

 

Identify and ask 

questions about 

customs associated 

with particular 

religious 

communities 

What can Hindus 

learn from the story 

of Rama and Sita? 

 

Listen and 

respond to stories 

highlighting the 

morals and values 

of believers in 

practice 

 

 

Why was the 

Samaritan good? 

 

 

Engage with 

stories and extracts 

from religious 

literature and talk 

about their 

meanings 

 

 

Why is the church 

special to Sarah? 

 

 

Find out about 

how and when 

people worship 

and ask questions 

about why this is 

important to 

believers 

 

 

Be careful - don't 

you know that's my 

special book? 

 

Find out about 

ways in which 

sacred texts are 

regarded, read 

and handled by 

believers 

Shall we have a 

party? 

 

 

Find out about 

ceremonies in 

which special 

moments in the life 

cycle are marked 

 

At The Richard Clarke First School we deliver a broad curriculum that encompasses all of the elements of a 

balanced spiritual, moral, social and cultural education for your child.  While all subjects in the curriculum will 

address this part of your child’s education, in some way, we also recognise that out of classroom 

experiences and extra curricula opportunities will also contribute – as indeed will the modelled behaviour of 

all staff.   

We also recognise that Religious Education has a major part to play in delivering this essential component of 

a well-balanced education.  Therefore, below, you will find an overview of the RE curriculum for KS1 and KS2; 

please refer to the EYFS curriculum for their coverage. 



Year 3 

I am no different from 

you, am I? 

 

 

Explore the 

diversity of a range 

of religious 

traditions and 

identify similarities 

and differences.  

What are your 

landmarks in life? 

 

 

Investigate the 

importance for 

believers of 

ceremonies in 

which special 

moments in the life 

cycle are marked.  

What sets some 

people apart 

from the crowd and 

makes them leaders? 

Enter imaginatively 

into the life of key 

religious figures and 

make links with 

teachings and 

practices of 

special 

significance to 

followers. 

How can people 

describe God? 

 

 

Identify some of the 

ways in which 

religions name and 

describe attributes 

of God and make 

links with belief and 

practice.  

Do all questions have 

answers ? 

 

 

Raise questions 

about issues which 

cause people to 

wonder and 

investigate some 

answers to be 

found in religious 

writings and 

teachings. 

Am I just 

looking after the earth 

for future 

generations? 

 

Explore religious 

stories and 

teachings about 

the environment 

and identify their 

impact on 

Behaviour. 

Year 4 

What goes on in 

your gang? 

 

Identify the main 

features and 

patterns of an act  

of worship and talk 

about the 

importance of 

worship for 

believers, 

 

 

Who lives here? 

 

 

Compare and 

contrast the 

practice of religion 

in the home in 

different religious 

communities. 

 

 

Don't you think that  

looks fun? 

 

Find out about the 

activities of a local 

religious community 

and make links with 

key religious 

teachings. 

 

 

Why did they do 

that? 

 

Investigate the life 

of a person who has 

been inspired by 

their faith and make 

links between belief 

and action.   

 

Do you get the 

message? 

 

Explore the 

symbolic use of a wide 

range of objects, 

sounds, visual images, 

actions and 

gestures and make 

suggestions as to the 

intended 

meaning they might 

have for believers.  

How can you say 

things without 

words? 

 

Compare and 

contrast the use of 

symbols, actions 

and gestures used 

in worship by 

different 

Communities. 

 

 

 

  

 

If you have any concerns about the school’s delivery and practise or feel you may have useful contributions 

to offer then please speak to The Head Teacher or Chair of Governors. 


