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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY! 

 

Welcome back to everyone and we hope you had a wonderful Christmas.  We send 

you all our very best wishes for a happy and healthy new year and we hope for another 

successful term here at Richard Clarke. 

Dates for the Spring Term 

12.1.16 PTFA meeting 6.30pm at school 

25.1.17 Additional Needs parent group meeting 

17.2.17 Mid year reports out 

17.2.17 Break up for half term 

27.2.17 Back to school 

20.3.17/27.3.17 Y4 Road safety course 

24.3.17 Red Nose Day (details to follow) 

3.4.17 and 4.4.17 Parent Consultation meetings 

7.4.17 Spring Sing and break up Easter holiday 

PTFA 

Happy New Year! Hope you all had a great Christmas. After an amazing run of autumn funding raising 

events, we need to get our thinking caps on for Spring! 

The next PTFA meeting will be on Thursday 12th Jan 6.30-8.00pm. We will start at the school and then  

continue at the Crown. Please come, especially if you haven't been before. It is a friendly space it is 

great to hear new ideas/suggestions. 

Prompt starts 

Please could we politely request support for our new year resolution to begin lessons as promptly as  

possible so as to maximise valuable learning time during the Spring term.  Even a couple of minutes lost 

every morning soon adds up over the year to quite a chunk of learning time missed.  To help us in this 

quest we would ask you to make sure your children arrive at school before the whistle goes at 8.58am.  

If you need to speak to your child’s class teacher about anything, please can we ask that you come to 

school a little earlier at 8.45/50am in order to do this. Alternatively, please leave a message with the 

school office that can be passed on to teacher’s at break time so that they can call you back.  Or, if it 

can wait until the end of the day, ask to see teacher’s then please.  We appreciate your support and  

understanding with this and please be assured that a member of staff will always make time for you if the 

matter is urgent. 

Aladdin Pantomime trip on Wednesday 4th January 

We all had such a wonderful time at the pantomime on Wednesday.  It was a fabulous performance full 

of fun, music, singing and pranks.  We were the only school in the theatre so enjoyed all the attention 

from the actors.  Thank you to all parents and the PTFA for supporting this event it was a truly joyous way 

to start the new year.  Thank you to Mrs Hemmings for donating the interval refreshments and thank you 

to all for your patience with the car parking in the morning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

 

TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

Weekly Challenge: 

Would you rather go back in time to meet your ancestors or 

go into the future to meet your great, great grandchildren? 
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Great Attendance 

Thank you for ensuring that your children attend school regularly.  For last term our  

attendance was 98.08% - which is FANTASTIC!!!!  (Above our target of 96%) 

This wonderful attendance by all children was celebrated in today’s assembly.  We 

noted there were 60 children who attained 100% attendance from September to  

December 2016 which is an amazing achievement to stay well and healthy for the 

whole of the Autumn term!  

 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in achieving as good  

attendance as we can.  Obviously we all have genuine reasons for occasional  

absence but we do believe in emphasising to the children how good attendance is 

an important part of our learning.  Rest assured, we do also reiterate that there are 

times when we all genuinely cannot come, and this is ok too.   Good attendance is a 

strength of our school and this is also recognised by external agencies so thank you 

again. 

 

Plea from Brownies 

 

The Brownies are collecting cardboard tubes (eg; kitchen rolls) and yoghurt pots for an environmental 

project. 

 

If you have any, please can you put in the collection box in Reception area—thank you! 

Observation from concerned parent 

We have been asked to pass on a concern from a parent walking across the Crown car park in the 

mornings who noted the exhaust fumes were quite severe due to engines left running for long periods 

of time.  Consideration for pedestrians and the environment are appreciated. 


