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Reading at Richard Clarke At The Richard Clarke First school we promote a broad and balanced 

curriculum full of opportunities to consolidate, extend and maintain learning and skills in many 

areas. This is particularly pertinent for reading. By providing children with exciting, challenging and 

enjoyable reading opportunities this aims to develop all purposes for reading: reading to challenge, 

reading to acquire, reading to talk, reading to consolidate and above all reading for enjoyment. In 

order to do this we pride ourselves in offering a variety of reading experiences across the school day.  

Guided Reading 

At The Richard Clarke First School we strive to give the children the tools to love to read. Through 

our whole class, mastery approach we strive to dig deeper in texts to allow children to fully grasp 

key skills and concepts. We have developed a whole class reading approach where children access a 

variety of differentiated texts for a range of purposes.  We have inference weeks where children 

become detectives and unpick texts in greater depth, we have fact finder weeks where children use 

non-fiction texts to hunt for information and we are summarisers too, where children learn the 

important skill of summary to pick out main ideas and events (and lots more!). Reading happens on a 

daily basis and not just in our guided reading slots. We recognise the importance of reading around 

the whole curriculum and cross curricular reading plays an important role throughout the school. In 

previous years, we have operated on a carousel basis where children go around different activities 

throughout the week, and we still occasionally use this approach (particularly lower down the school 

for phonics related activities). It is important that we maximise our pupil’s learning of new skills and 

continually apply and master them. A whole class approach is a great avenue in which to do this. 

During these sessions, specific children are still targeted to ensure they are supported, well 

challenged and fully engaged and we strive to focus on every child at some point each week. This is 

having a very positive impact on our reading assessments which are demonstrating even higher 

standards than in previous years. This is a great achievement and we are so proud of the progress in 

our school .   

Phonics  

The Early Years Foundation Stage and KS1 focus on the letters and sounds scheme. Through daily 

systematic and synthetic teaching of phonics we revisit, teach, practise and review a variety of ability 

related phonemes and their grapheme/ phoneme correspondents, spelling rules and common 

exception words (for both reading and spelling). Phases 2 and 3 are the main focus during reception, 

phase 3 (revisit) 4 and 5 are developed in year 1 and then a recap of phase 5 and the teaching of 

phase 6 is then applied in year 2. However, we always ensure all the needs of the children are 

catered for and differentiate the phases accordingly to both challenge and support the progression 

of all children within each year group. Flexibility and regular formative assessment is key. Children in 

KS1 receive phonics related home learning that consolidates and extends the learning that happens 

in school.  

Support for Spelling  



During KS2 children have the opportunity to learn spelling strategies that are highlighted and put 

into context during their reading. If there is a particular spelling rule the class are developing, seeing 

it in action in a text further reiterates and encourages the children to apply that particular rule in 

their writing and when they are thinking like a writer for the reader. 

 Library 

 At Richard Clarke First school children are taught that reading comes in all shapes and sizes from the 

word go. Our library offers all children the opportunity to take home a variety of texts, fiction, 

fantasy, sci-fi, adventure, non-fiction and topic related books they can enjoy. With a dedicated team 

of library volunteers this enables a productive, accessible and fruitful reading environment.  

The Curriculum  

Reading experiences are implemented throughout the whole curriculum. We focus on key texts and 

a variety of genres in literacy where children can think like readers for their writing. Children can 

develop their writing by reading, collaborating, role play and discussion all stimulated by the texts 

they read and listen to. Reading is not restricted to guided reading and literacy, it is promoted and 

integrated in the whole curriculum. Internet research skills during our computing, worded problem 

solving in numeracy, secondary sources for historical enquiry, research when thinking scientifically 

are just a few of the example where reading is developed and contextualised.  

 

A Final Word 

Above all, we want the children at The Richard Clarke First School to become lifelong readers who 

love to read.  Reading to your child, reading with your child, listening to your child read, talking 

about stories, talking about facts, exploring poems and even creating those all make a huge 

difference and builds on the work we do in school to promote that love of reading.  Don’t feel you 

have to only read the books we provide, there is so much out there! The following link lists several of 

the most popular books/ new releases and gives age recommendations for each one. 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children/100-best-books/  
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