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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY! 

 

Welcome back to everyone and we hope you had a wonderful Christmas.  We send you 

all our very best wishes for a happy and healthy new year and we hope for another   

successful term here at Richard Clarke. 

Dates for the Spring Term 
17.1.18 Rock Steady band workshops launch (details to follow) 

26.1.18 Year 2 Parent Assembly 2.45pm 

2.2.18 Year 4 Parent Assembly 2.45pm 

9.2.18 Parent Group run by parents for parents - theme for meeting is sleeping 

9.2.18 Year 3 Parent Assembly 2.45pm 

16.2.18 Reception Class Parent Assembly 2.45pm 

16.2.18 Mid year reports out 

16.2.18 Break up for February half term 

26.2.18 Back to school 

Snow White visiting Pantomime  
We all had such a wonderful time at the pantomime on Friday.  The story had a great modern twist on the 

traditional tale and the actors were so talented.  Five actors played all the parts and they used puppets to 

create the extra dwarves, it was very clever.  We particularly liked the talking mirror!  Thank you to the PTFA 

for supporting this event it was a truly joyous way to start the new year.   

Staff news 
Miss Avery has sadly had to leave her lunchtime supervisor role as she has secured a job with more hours.  

She is sad to leave and we will miss her.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all her hard 

work in the time she has been with us and wish her luck in her new role.  We will be having a special        

assembly to say goodbye next week.  She has promised to come back in from time to time in a voluntary 

role.  Miss Avery’s role will be covered by Miss Beaton who was already standing in for some lunchtimes 

when needed.  

 

Miss Cooper will be off school for a couple of weeks or so in January due to a minor procedure.   

 

Congratulations to Mr Welsh who is expecting his first baby to be born at some point this term.  He will also 

be absent for a couple of weeks once the baby comes for his paternity leave. 

 

Both classes will be covered by our trusted TA’s, supply teachers and myself following the careful planning 

of the class teachers. 

 

I would also like to mention that we have a number of kind volunteers and students in school this year 

which is fantastic.  Miss Martin-Mills will be joining year 1 this term to complete a teaching practice with us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

WORDS OF THE WEEK - HELP US IMPROVE YOUR CHILDREN’S SPELLING 
You may have noticed in the court yard there are two sets of words. These words are ‘The Words of the 

Week’ and are displayed around the school. We are practising these words in class, on the playground 

and in the dinner hall in a range of interactive ways. Repetition is key when trying to master tricky  

spellings and will encourage greater accuracy in extended writing. We have also decided to   

include the words on the newsletter so that parents can get involved. There is a Key Stage One set and 

a Key Stage Two set. Reception class children could attempt the Key Stage One words to get involved. 

Ask your child how to spell the word of the week in the car, at the dinner table, in the shops, forwards 

and backwards or even try and spot it in their reading books  – anywhere and everywhere! Have fun 

with the words and  spell, spell, spell those words that try and catch us out!  Mr Welsh 

 

This weeks words:  KS2 obvious; February   KS1 people; they 
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Early Years Equipment 
You may have noticed our new trim trail in the Reception class play area.  Mrs Care secured the funding 

for this valuable resource to enhance physical development across the school and we are grateful for all 

her hard work in making this happen. 

 

Polite reminder to parents and children:  All the Reception class play equipment is for the children to use 

under the supervision of their teachers.  I would ask parents and children to refrain from playing on or with 

the  equipment whilst waiting at the beginning and end of the day.  Staff tidy and set up the equipment 

and it creates extra work if little/big ones are playing with it at other times. 

Clubs update for this half term: 
Sewing club Y2-4 22nd and 29th January - now full, a letter will be sent to children in club 

An additional 2 week sewing club will be run for Year 1 only from 5th and 12th February.  If you would like 

your child to attend please email the school office. 

 

All other clubs this half term are full and separate information has been given to those children. 

Complaints from parents regarding inconsiderate parking continue to come to me 

Polite reminder again to not park on the pavement forcing pedestrians onto the road.  I would really hate 

for a child to get injured before this message is taken seriously by the few persistent offenders.  Imagine if 

you knocked a child down??? It really doesn’t bare thinking about! A frustrated Mrs Hanson 

PTFA NEWS 
Thank you for all your positive support that helped to raise around £1300 profit from the Christmas 

Fayre and raffle. Thanks again to all who gave the time, raffle donations, cakes and tomobola 

jars that all helped to make this a special event. Watch this space for news about the next PTFA 

meeting and the Spring School Disco! 

Prompt starts - reminder 

Please could we politely request support for our new year resolution to begin lessons as promptly as  

possible so as to maximise valuable learning time during the Spring term.  Even a couple of minutes lost 

every morning soon adds up over the year to quite a chunk of learning time missed.  To help us in this 

quest we would ask you to make sure your children arrive at school before the whistle goes at 8.58am.  

If you need to speak to your child’s class teacher about anything, please can we ask that you come to 

school a little earlier at 8.45/50am in order to do this. Alternatively, please leave a message with the 

school office that can be passed on to teacher’s at break time so that they can call you back.  Or, if it 

can wait until the end of the day, ask to see teacher’s then please.  Also knocking on windows to wave 

goodbye to children once lessons have started can cause distraction from the learning so we would    

politely ask you to say goodbye before the whistle.  We appreciate your support and understanding with 

this and please be assured that a member of staff will always make time for you if the matter is urgent. 


