
 
Tips for helping your child with their handwriting 

 
 

 Children are taught to hold the pencil between their 

thumb and first finger, letting the second finger support 
it lightly underneath whilst the pencil touches the top 
knuckle of the same finger. 

 ·Incorrect pencil grip can disadvantage children later so 
it is essential to regularly check children are holding 

the pencil correctly. 
 ·Every attention should be given to posture so that it is 

natural and comfortable. 
 ·Right handed children should rest the paper straight in 

front of them. 
 Left handed children should have paper at an angle so 

that the top points to the right and so that it is to the  
to the left of the centre of the chest. 

 Copying can reinforce bad habits if children are not 
supervised to ensure letters are correctly formed. 

 Content as well as the appearance of a child’s writing 

should be praised and valued. 
 At times presentation of handwriting is less important 

eg; note taking/drafting, other times it will be a priority 
eg; final presentation. 

 Recognise and give credit for what they know and can 
do in handwriting rather that focus on errors. 

 Handwriting should be fun and purposeful. 
 

“The invention of writing seemed to ancient people 
to be so remarkable as to have a magical na-

ture and to have been a gift of gods or the in-
vention of their heroes.” 

Handwriting  
A guide for parents. 



Richard Clarke First School 
Our handwriting policy 

  
At our school it is our aim for all children to develop a 

joined handwriting style that is efficient, fluent, legible 
and consistent in proportions of size and spacing be-

tween letters and words. 
 We begin by teaching a sequence of patterns: 

 · downstrokes 
 · diagonal upstroke 

 · zig-zag 
 · basic flow curve 

 · bouncing arch 
 · the oval 
 · basic patterns 

 · downstroke and flick up 
  

Followed  by this sequence of letters: 
Lower case letters: 

Clockwise letters                 m n r h b k p 
Anti-clockwise letters             i t l u y 
Oval anti-clockwise letters        o c e a d g q 
Sharp letters                     v w x z 
Curly letters                      j f s  
Capital letter 
Numerals 

  

Followed by this sequence of joins: 
  
diagonal joins to letters without ascenders eg; ai, 
ar, un 
 
horizontal joins to letters without ascenders  eg; 
ou, vi, wi 
 
diagonal joins to letters with ascenders eg; ab, 
ul, it 
 
horizontal joins to letters with ascenders eg; ol, 
wh, ot 
 
Children who are not ready to write cursive will 
be encouraged to only join sounds that link to 
their phonics. This has a tendency to be children 
in reception and year one but it is recognised that 
all children progress at different rates and it will 
be at the teacher’s digression to decide when a 
child is ready to go fully cursive.  

 
This is our agreed style of handwriting: 
 

Ab Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii 
Jj Kk Ll Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr 
Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz


