
 

 

Autumn 2 Once upon a time curriculum map for Reception class 

Autumn 2 

Once Upon a Time 
 

Rationale/Intent 

 

‘Once upon a time’ is designed to 

build on the children’s knowledge 

of traditional tales and introduce 

them to new ones. The topic brings 

together a range of curriculum 

areas to bring the stories to life. 

 

Communication and Language 
 

Hot seating of characters, listen to and 

follow stories.  

Helicopter stories, 

retelling stories 

 

Role play area- House (Grandma’s 

house, 3 bears and 3 little pigs) 

 

Santa’s grotto 

 

Recount trip to Ash end house farm 

 

Literacy 
 

Texts- Gingerbread man, 3 little pigs, 

little red riding hood, Billy goats gruff, 

the Christmas story 

Continue a rhyming string, join in with 

repeated refrains in stories 

Story sequencing  

Drawing characters from the story and 

labelling 

Describing characters.  

Predicting and talking about what will 

happen in the story.  

Familiar characters- wolf 

Missing poster for Rudolph 

Simple sentences  

Full stops and finger spaces 

Mathematics  
 

5, 6 

1 less, counting rhymes 

addition 

subtraction 

 

Time- days of the week, my day, advent 

calendar  

Positional language- goat on the bridge, 

troll under the bridge 

    

Physical 
 

Gymnastics- Monday 

ABC- Tuesday 

Forest School- Friday 

introducing the fire circle and 30 

second fires 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Constructing the 3 little pigs house with 

various construction materials, building 

bridges for goats? 

 

Make a boat for the gingerbread man 

Pig face pizzas 

 

Design Santa a new suit and sleigh 

Christmas cards 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
 

How do the characters feel? Learning 

about celebrations 

Positive/ negative impacts of our 

actions. 

Morality- should Goldilocks have gone 

into the 3 bears house? 

P4C week- the magic paintbrush 

Understanding the World 
 

 

What is the meaning of Christmas? 

Baking gingerbread men 

Where do real bears live? 

What makes the strongest material for the 

3 little pigs house? use a hairdryer to blow 

down 

little red riding hood map through the 

woods- can you get to grandma’s safely? 

floating/ sinking for the gingerbread man. 

What happens to gingerbread in water? 

Why didn’t the gingerbread man want to 

get wet? 

Talk about Grandparents and memories 

of past experiences. 

 


