
The Richard Clarke First School Newsletter 

Friday 13th March 2020 

Issue: Spring 2: 3 

TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

Contact us:   Phone:   01283 840206 

Email:   

Mrs Kennedy or Mrs Lowther:  office@richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk  

Mrs Hanson: headteacher@richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk  

Website:  www.richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk 

Dates for the diary: (could be subject to change. Always check newsletters & website) 
   Thursday 19th March - Greek day and Year 3 Parent Assembly 2.45pm 

   Friday 20th March - Year 1 Parent Assembly 9.15am 

   Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th March Parent Consultation meetings (Reminder—choir and 

   dance clubs have been moved for this week only to accommodate parents evening) 

   Friday 27th March - Year 4 Parent Assembly 2.45pm 

   Friday 27th March - Chocolate Bingo, 6pm 

   Tuesday 31st March - Last Miss Cooper dance club show at 4.15pm 

   Wednesday 1st April - Last Mrs Hanson dance club show at 4.15pm 

   NEW Thursday 2nd April -  Condover Hall - Meeting for Y4 parents and children 3.30pm 

   Thursday 2nd April - Rock Steady Concert 2.30pm 

 Friday 3rd April Spring Sing 2pm and break up for Easter 

 Monday 20th April - INSET DAY for staff, school closed for children 

 Tuesday 21st April - Pupils back to school 

  
All public events may be subject to change as we get evolving advice from the DFE and Public Health 

WORK IN SCHOOL 

As you have seen, the ramp is nearly finished, we are just awaiting the bespoke railing to 

be made and fixed in position.   

 

Our ‘brain box’ room is also nearly finished, we are awaiting a few bits and pieces to 

complete it.  We would like to have an official opening and we would like to rename the 

room.  I am going to be showing the room to the children and inviting them to think of a 

new name for it.  The child/family who think of the chosen new name will be invited to 

officially ‘cut the ribbon’ and open the room.  More details to follow. 

 

Parent Consultation Meetings  
Please find the letter in your child’s bag explaining details about the forthcoming Parent/Teacher  

Meetings. We have also uploaded a copy of it on the website. You will need to send your slips back 

as soon as possible so that teachers can allocate your desired time slots.  

 

In addition, our Governors will be present during the evening to offer an opportunity for you to give 

feedback, ask questions or raise any queries.  

 

Obviously we continue to review all communications and advice regarding the coronavirus. 

 

Current guidance is that schools should operate as normal and therefore parents evening is 

currently going ahead unless advice changes. 

 

We ask however, that you do not shake hands with teachers and that you follow the Government 

guidance if you are unwell or have travelled to a category one and category two country. 
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PTFA News 
Thank you to everyone who handed in a recipe, unfortunately there is not enough to create a 

recipe book but watch this space... everyone who bought one in will receive a small gift from 

the PTFA as a thank you. 

 

Don’t forget to come and support our upcoming joint Chocolate bingo event on Friday 27th 

March. For this we are asking kindly for donations of chocolate eggs big or small! Please could 

we have these by Thursday 26th March, many thanks!  

 

We have raised lots of funds over the last few months with the help and generosity of you all, 

new items will be arriving in school over the forthcoming weeks, a list will follow to what we 

have funded. 

Thank you again for your continued support for all our children. 

Mother’s day Lunch 
Those special ladies that have booked in we look forward to seeing you. 

 
To clarify timings for Mother's Day Lunch, please note the following:- 

 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 KS1 - lunchtime to commence service at 11.45am. KS1 children without a 

visiting guest will be put to the front of the queue. Guests should arrive between 11.45am-12.00pm 

 

Thursday 19th March 2020 KS2 - lunchtime to commence service at 11.45am for KS1 children and KS2 

children who do not have a visiting guest. Service will begin at 12.30pm for KS2 children with a visiting 

guest. Guests should arrive between 12.15pm-12.30pm. 

 

Any vulnerable adults with underlying health issues may wish to not attend, we understand if this is the 

case.  We would ask all visitors to wash their hands before eating. 

 

 
Mum’s/special ladies avert eyes… calling all children and dads… 

Mrs Farrington is providing Mother’s day gifts for the children to buy for £2.00.  Please 

send the correct money in a labelled envelope FAO: Mrs Farrington if you would like a 

gift by 19th March. 

Condover Hall - Meeting for Y4 parents and children Thursday 2nd April, 3.30pm 

All Y4 parents, carers and children are invited to come in for a talk about our upcoming          

residential trip to Condover Hall in Shropshire.  This is an important meeting where you will be 

shown photographs of previous visits, given expectations and tips on how to prepare. There will 

also be a Question and Answer session. If you cannot attend the meeting please email  Mr 

Hindhaugh and arrange another time to pick up the information pack. You will be given a 

quick summary of everything you need to know so do not fear.  Let the adventure begin….   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER 

CHOCOLATE BINGO 

Friday 27th March 

The Richard Clarke First School 

Doors Open 6pm 

Eyes Down 6.30pm prompt 
 

What better way to celebrate our community than to share  

this fun-packed event! 

 

Richard Clarke PTFA, Abbots Bromley Sports Association (ABSA)  

and AB Scout Group all provide wonderful experiences for the children and young people 

of our village.  This event will raise much needed funds for all three organisations! 
 

There will be lots of chocolate prizes to win! 

£2.50 per book on entry.  Extra books available. 

Free squash for children. Licenced Bar for Grown ups. 

 

Please come along to support and join in the fun. 
 

TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

Easter Competition  
Each year before our Spring Sing we traditionally hold a competition.  This is completely voluntary and we 

are happy to receive entries completed solely by the children or entries worked on collaboratively as 

families.  The entries will be judged by the children.  They will democratically vote for their favourites and the 

majority votes will win. 

 

This year the theme is ‘Decorated Eggs’ and they should be have a Spring or Easter theme.  

Please bring them into your child’s classroom on the morning of 3rd April.  The eggs will be shown as part of 

the Spring Sing and the winners will be announced. 



UPDATE FROM DFE 

 

 

Government announces move from Contain to Delay 

phase 

Yesterday, the Government announced that we are moving from the Contain phase of 

the coronavirus action plan and into the Delay phase, in response to the ongoing 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

Full details of each stage in the government action plan can be found here: 

 

To support the delay of the spread of the virus, the Department for Health and Social 

Care has asked anyone who shows certain symptoms to stay at home for 7 days, 

regardless of whether they have travelled to affected areas. This means people should 

stay at home and avoid all but essential contact with others for 7 days from the point of 

displaying mild symptoms, to slow the spread of infection. 

The symptoms are: 

 

You do not need to call NHS 111 to stay at home. If your symptoms worsen during your 

stay at home period or are no better after 7 days contact NHS 111 online at 

111.nhs.uk. If you have no internet access, you should call NHS 111. For a medical 

emergency dial 999. 

Current advice remains in place: no education or children’s social care setting should 

close in response to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so 

by Public Health England. 

The Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both 

children’s education and on the workforce will be substantial, but the benefit to public 

health may not be. Decisions on future advice to schools will be taken based on the 

latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower 

risk group. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-

A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) 

A new, continuous cough 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan


UPDATE FROM DFE 

 

 

Handwashing advice 

The most important thing individuals can do to protect themselves is to wash their 

hands more often, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and water. Public Health England 

recommends that in addition to handwashing before eating, and after coughing and 

sneezing, everyone should also wash hands after using toilets and travelling on public 

transport. 

Watch this short NHS film for guidance: 

 

Educational resources 

The e-Bug project is led by Public Health England and has a dedicated webpage for 

learning resources on hand washing and respiratory hygiene. 

Resources are currently available for KS1, KS2 and KS3 and can be used in various 

settings including schools: 

 

Department for Education coronavirus helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions 

about COVID-19 relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and 

young people can contact this helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday), 10am to 4pm (Saturday to Sunday) 

Please note, we are currently experiencing high volumes of calls and apologise for any 

wait that you may experience. To ensure that we answer your calls as quickly as 

possible we have now extended our opening hours to cover weekends. 

If you work in a school, please have your unique reference number (URN or UK PRN) 

available when calling the hotline. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-
coronavirus-/resources 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools 
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UPDATE FROM SCHOOL 

 

We are following the guidance as it is coming in and reviewing daily.  We have drawn up a closure plan 

should this happen in the near future.  This will involve us contacting you via the usual channels to keep you 

informed.  Teachers are preparing homelearning activities such as additional reading books, Numbots/TTRS 

activities, to help keep the children’s learning going.  We will also be sending out activities for the children to 

do via parent mail and posting things on the website during the closure as and when this is required/

necessary. 

 

We obviously realise, depending on your child care arrangements, you may not be able to complete or 

access all the tasks, so please be assured that they will be all optional, for your children to do as much or as 

little as you can manage, depending on your personal circumstances.  We ask that where possible, you 

keep reading practise and Numbots/TTRS going as a priority. 

 

Please make sure your contact details are correct with the office and make sure you check the 

communication channels regularly.  These are difficult and unprecedented times for all so it’s important we 

do our best to support each other and look after each other.  Our health is the most important thing we 

have. 

 

Thank you, in anticipation, for your patience and understanding in what will be a challenging time ahead for 

all. 

Thank you. 

Kay Hanson 

 

 

Hand washing  

As you are all aware we are currently experiencing unprecedented measures to prevent the covid 19 virus 

from spreading.  

As a school we have taken steps to assist our pupils in playing their part with this by supporting handwashing 

within school as one of these measures. We are currently following DfE, government and NHS advice on 

hand hygiene and all pupils have received guidance and demonstration on how and when to carry this out 

in line with current national advice, which can be accessed on the NHS website www.nhs.uk/live-well/

healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-your-hands/ 

 

Some pupils may experience skin irritation through repeated handwashing or use of alcohol gel. Due to the 

nature of the virus we cannot compromise on handwashing which has been identified as a key step in 

preventing the spread of covid 19, however some simple steps may help to alleviate skin irritation.  

 

If pupils suffer with skin irritation or have a dermatological condition, please feel free to bring in a named 

soap or solution that can be kept in school for their use.  

 

Ensure that hands are dried thoroughly with paper towels.  

 

For children with broken skin, it is not advisable to use alcohol gel, however they still need to wash hands as 

per government advice.  

 

Parents may also provide a named hand moisturiser for pupils to use in school.  

 

If hands are getting irritated, please encourage your child to use moisturiser overnight to relieve irritation and 

protect the skin.  

 

We appreciate this is a difficult time, please be reassured that school staff are following all national 

guidance to ensure your child's wellbeing.  

 

Paula Tomlinson, School Parent Governor and experienced nurse 
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