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TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

14th May 2020 

Dear Children, Parents, Carers, Staff and Governors, 

 

I am writing to you to congratulate everyone in the Richard Clarke community for their sterling 

efforts during these testing times. The learning, teaching and correspondence over the last few 

weeks have been both impressive and heart-warming from each and every one of you, 

making me proud to be part of The Richard Clarke School! 

 

You will have heard about the Government’s plans for schools to re-open from 1st June.  I can 

confirm that on the 1st of June we intend to open to children in Reception and Year 1. 

Obviously, if the government decide not to open schools on this date we will follow their 

advice.  Or indeed we may choose to delay opening ourselves if we no longer feel we can 

safely manage the reopening in time. 

 

This is of course a huge challenge and one we certainly do not plan to rush. Over the next few 

days there will be a number of meetings between stake holders of the school to ensure the 

return is one done with safety and wellbeing as our number one priority.  We completely 

understand everyone will be rightly concerned about everyone’s health and safety and we will 

continue to communicate with you throughout this period. 

 

Having had initial meetings with ULT headteachers, the CEO of the ULT, senior leaders and staff 

in school, I can at this point in time confirm the following: 

 

 From the 1st of June, school intends to open to children in Reception, Y1, children of 

keyworkers and vulnerable children. 

 School arrival times and points of entrance will be staggered. Further information will 

follow on this. 

 School will only open 9am-12pm on Friday. 

 

In order to keep everyone safe once children are in school, I am planning for the following: 

 

 Children will be taught in groups of 15 maximum. 

 Social distancing will be practised and encouraged, but please note will not always 

possible, especially with very young children. 

 Teachers/TAs will stay with one group of children in order to limit social contact. 

 Full briefings will be given to staff and children on keeping safe regularly. 

 All children will receive a meal or can bring a packed lunch and all breaks and 

lunchtimes will be staggered. 

 A regular rota of cleaning will take place, on everything from classrooms to play 

equipment. 
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Furthermore, I need to make it clear that: 

 All government and local authority guidance will be followed. 

 A full risk assessment has been drafted and will be published once completed and 

approved. 

 If you do not want to send your child back we will respect your decision. 

 If your child or a family member is on the critically vulnerable list, they are not expected 

to return. 

 You will face no penalties for low attendance. 

 If you, your child or anyone in the household is poorly or has COVID-19 symptoms then 

you should continue to self-isolate, not come to school and seek medical advice. 

 Any child/staff member presenting in school with symptoms will be isolated and then 

sent home. 

 We will continue to offer remote learning via the learning zone to those children not 

attending school. 

 

I have attempted to make this letter as informative and to the point as possible. It marks an 

‘end to the beginning’ of this first lockdown stage, and is hopefully the first step in a return to 

‘the new normal’. 

 

I will endeavour to keep all of you informed over the next week as much as possible. I am sure 

there are an abundance of questions that you have, and we will happily try to answer these.  I 

want to reassure you that we will do our utmost to keep the risks as low as we possibly can by 

following all the guidelines and our rigorous risk assessment, but of course, as with anything, I 

cannot guarantee there will be no risk at all. 

 

To help us with our planning, it would be helpful if you could indicate to us whether you intend 

to send your child back to school by emailing us the following, either: 

A) I understand the information and will be sending my child back to school on 1st June if 

the Government advises school to reopen. 

B) I understand the information but would prefer not to send my child back to school for the 

time being or until further guidance is available.  

You will not be judged for whatever decision you take, we will support you and respect your 

opinions as we understand everyone has different circumstances and responds differently to 

this challenging situation. 

 

Many thanks for your understanding, kindness and support. 

 

Love and best wishes, 

 

Kay Hanson 

Headteacher 

mailto:office@richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk

