


Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs diagram 
crops up in many teaching degrees and we
at the Richard Clarke First School really
believe in it. Without the basic physiological,
safety and security and love needs being
met within our children, they are going to 
struggle to learn in school. It is our role to 
support pupils and families to meet those
basic needs to enable all pupils to reach 
their potential.



We don’t expect children’s learning to follow a 
nice straight path. There will be times that 
children pick up some concepts quicker 
than others. It is our role to enable all 
children to progress at their own rate. 



Outcomes

• Attendance and safeguarding
• What is the EYFS Profile?
• What happens in Reception?
• How are things taught?
• What can parents do? 



Home / School Partnership
• We aim to establish and promote a close relationship with all parents, in 

the interests of their children. We recognise that children will feel more 
secure when they receive consistent messages from both home and 
school. Parents’ views about our school are welcomed, including the 
expression of any concerns. At the same time we undertake to inform 
parents as soon as possible about any issues of concern to the school so 
that we can work together in resolving them.

• We value the atmosphere of mutual trust we have established with 
parents.  All members of staff are aware that:

• we are ‘in loco parentis’
• we build on the care and experience of the home
• education is a partnership between home and school

• We have developed a Home/School Agreement which outlines how we 
can best work together to achieve our School Aims. We ask parents and, 
(if parents feel it is appropriate), children, to join us in signing this 
Agreement. (This was in your packs with the forms etc that you returned 
to us.)



Safety

• The school operates a secure site. The playground gates are unlocked 
at the beginning and end of the school day for you to deliver and 
collect your child. 

• At other times entry is via the reception area and parents should 
report to the school office. 

• A fire drill is held once a term and the children assemble on the 
playground. 

• All parent volunteers and visitors are asked to sign in and out of the 
school.



Safeguarding / Child Protection

• The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff, governors and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 

• The school has a policy for safeguarding and child protection which is 
available on this website.   A paper copy would be available from the 
school office on request.

• Any safeguarding concerns must be reported immediately.
• All staff are encouraged to maintain curiosity and respectful 

uncertainty when working with children and families.



Attendance
• Encouraging 

good 
attendance 
gives each pupil 
the best chance 
to learn and 
achieve their 
potential

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   96% -  Nearly there – 7 SCHOOL DAYS off each year 
 
   95% -  Requires improvement – 9 SCHOOL DAYS off each  

year 
 

94% -   Serious Improvements needed – 11 SCHOOL DAYS off 
                                                                                         each year 

93% -  From September, if your child’s attendance falls below 93%,            
medical evidence must be provided. 

 

   90% -  Concerns – 20 SCHOOL DAYS off each year… 
questions raised by ‘Education Welfare’ at inspection time. 

 
   85% -  Serious concerns – 30 SCHOOL DAYS off each year 

Did you know?.. 
 

A pupil already has 175 out of 365 days of school a year – 
including holidays and weekends!! 

100% -  Perfection!! 
 
  98% -  Fantastic – only 4 SCHOOL DAYS off each year. 
 
  97% -  Our school aspired attendance target. 

We understand this year will look very 
different attendance wise. We are working
on a programme which children can
continue with at home while they are 
isolating to minimise the effect of 
prolonged 
non-attendance.



2020-2021
TERM 1 Autumn 1 Marvellous Me

Autumn 2 Once Upon a Time and 
Christmas

TERM 2 Spring 1 A Polar Adventure

Spring 2 Calling all Superheroes!

TERM 3 Summer 1 The Incredible Shrinking Machine

Summer 2 Imagination Land

These are the over-arching topics that we 
use as a starting point in Reception. We 
do, however, follow the children’s lead 
and follow their interests as well. 



The EYFS Framework?

• A government document for 
practitioners to ensure consistency 
between settings. 

• The Early Years ‘bible’.

So what is the EYFS? It is a document that covers birth 
to the end of Reception, the framework governs how 
we operate and what we need to provide. Your 
child’s nursery would have been following the same 
document. 



What is the EYFS Profile?

• A collection of evidence by the practitioners based on 
the teachers knowledge.

• Observations and interactions with children. 
• Classroom practice and provision. 
• Assessments of what the child can do independently.
• A holistic view of your child’s learning and development.
• A triangulation of knowledge about the child. 

You can feed into this. Anything that your 
child does at home that you think we would 
like to see, send it via a message on Class 
Dojo or email. 



Characteristics of Effective Learning

Alongside the EYFS profile, we also look at how the children are learning. 
I often refer to them being a persevering parrot etc. These are important 
skills that help the children to get the most from the curriculum. 



AIM: Children to reach a 
‘Good Level of 

Development’ (GLD) by 
the end of reception 

year. 

The EYFS is broken down into 7 
areas of learning which are 
further broken down to make 17 
in total. The prime areas are 
important for the development of 
the specific areas. Our data at the 
end of the year is based around a 
children reaching GLD- a good 
level of development which 
means that they are working at 
an expected level across the 
prime areas and literacy and 
mathematics.



Daily Routine
Morning Activities

Doors open 8:55 

Register

9:10 

Input: English

9.15

Exploring time

9:35 

Rolling Snack

10:00 

Exploring time

10.30

Input: Phonics

11:15

Lunchtime

11.45

Register

1:00 

Input: MathsExploring Time

1:25

Story Time

3:00

Home time

3

3:15

PE is on Tuesday and Wednesdays 
Forest School Friday afternoon

Celebration Assembly Friday afternoon
3pm finish Friday

We aim to give as much time for the children to explore 
without interruptions as possible. 

1:05 



Continuous Provision

In Reception, we split our time 
between taught carpet sessions 
and exploring time with more 
emphasis on exploring. Giving 
children the chance to develop 
the taught skills independently 
through play. 



Our role

Number

As the children explore, we observe, support and scaffold their 
learning, developing their thinking and challenging them. We 
write down our observations and stick them in their learning 
journeys with pieces of work- drawings, writing etc that will 
support our judgements when it comes to assessment time. I 
also treat their learning journeys like a scrapbook for the 
children to remember their learning in Reception and for you 
to see what they have been up to as well. 



Keep an eye out for workshops coming 
up in the future. If you have any more 

questions, ask Mrs Read or Mrs Hanson-
English Lead



Reading
Five basic skills for reading

 Basic sight vocabulary
 Phonic skills
 Use of context clues
 Motivation/ enjoyment
 Reading talk/ Comprehension



• The value of repetition
• Read for enjoyment 
• Be a reading role model 
• Little and often
• Make it fun!!!!
• Use lot’s of praise!!!

TOP TIPS



We follow the letters and sounds programme, using Jolly Phonics 
to teach phonics in Reception. We have daily lessons and initially 
will be focusing on the phase 2 sounds. For those children who 
already recognise them, we will be focusing on letter formation 
and using the sounds to read and write words. We will be 
running through the phase 2 sounds spending a day on each 
then will pause to consolidate. When saying sounds, we use pure 
sounds without the uh sound on the end. If you’re unsure how 
they should sound, watch the jolly phonics songs on youtube. 



Segmenting is the skill we need to be able to write words. We use our phonics fingers to 
split a word into it’s sounds. 
Blending is the skill we need to read. We read the individual sounds and squish them 
together to make a word. 



• Fine motor skills 
• Gross motor skills

Physical Development

We are doing lots of activities in school to build up the muscles needed for writing. The stronger they get, the more 
stamina they will have for longer pieces of writing later on in the year and they will have better control of their 
handwriting and the more they will enjoy it. We will be having ABC- Agility, balance and coordination PE lessons to develop 
their gross motor strength alongside fine motor. 



 Games such as "Jenga“, “Pick up sticks” and 
building block towers help a child to develop a 
delicate touch, plasticine, even screwing up paper!

 Practice: picking up small pieces with tweezers, 
stringing beads, playing with pegboards, cutting, 
folding paper, sewing all improve fine motor 
control. 

 Playdough
 Tracing, mazes, dot to dots
 Once a child has a well formed pencil grasp, have 

fun trying markers, paintbrushes and chalk. 

Here’s some ideas that you 
can do at home. 



Here are some examples 
of Reception children’s 
writing at the end of the 
year. This child is classed 
as ‘emerging level of 
development’. They are 
using the letters they 
have been learning in 
their writing. 



This child is at an expected level. 
You can read what they have 
written because they have been 
using the sounds they have been 
learning. Their writing should be 
phonetically plausible which 
means it doesn’t need to be 
spelled correctly. 





This child’s writing is 
‘exceeding’ the 
expected level of 
development. They 
have some words 
spelled correctly, 
writing more and 
using features like 
finger spaces and 
question marks. 



Keep an eye out for Maths workshops in the Future. 
If you have any questions in the meantime, speak 

to Mrs Read or Mr Hindhaugh – Maths lead.



This year we are following the White 
Rose Maths curriculum. We will be 
starting with 1 and focusing on a 
number a week. I know that some of 
your children already have a fair 
knowledge of counting and the 
number system but we will be 
focusing on lots of different aspects 
of each number as we work through 
them. So… What can we learn from 
Number 4?



1 more

1 less

doubling halving

Number Facts
3+1=4

2+2=4 4-3=1

And lots more! We’ll also be feeding in lots of other 
mathematical concepts into our continuous provision. 



1:1 correspondence 
Stable order principle
Cardinal principle
Abstraction principle
Order irrelevance principle

1:1 assigning one number name to each 
object being counted.
Stable order- children understand that 
numbers have to be said in the right 
order
Cardinal Children understand that the 
last number said when counting a set is 
the total amount in the set.
Abstraction- being able to count things 
that aren’t physical objects- hops, 
jumps,
Order irrevelance- the order we count a 
set in is irrelevant, the total is still the 
same. 



Reading
Reading Record Book   
Super tricky words
Reading books (Conversation Books,First Words etc)
Library Books

Mathematics
Count anything and everything,

practising number principles
Spotting numbers 

Home Learning 



GANAS home learning project
We will be sending 2 Ganas
projects home this year. You will 
have the whole half term to 
complete some activities. If your 
child would suit different 
activities, not on the list then use 
your creativity and follow your 
child’s interests. At the end of the 
half term, we will have a Ganas
celebration day where children 
will bring in their completed 
projects- photos are absolutely 
fine and we display them all like 
an art gallery. It is expected that 
every child will have something to 
display, it is a wonderful 
celebration as the children move 
round the school to view the other 
class’ projects then parents are 
invited in at the end of the day to 
view the galleries as well. The 
pride on the children’s faces as 
they display their work makes it 
totally worth it!



• “Please can I do it myself?”
• No such word as can’t
• Dressing themselves
• Putting shoes on
• Responding to people when they are 

spoken to  
• Giving choices that they are capable 

of making

Promoting Independence
Children develop so much in Reception year, including their 
independence. Please carry on supporting their 
independence at home. Especially this year with PE, it is 
important they practise dressing themselves at home. 



Child

Teacher Parent

LearnsAchieves

Encourages

Collaborates

Assesses

Supports

We can’t do this all alone in 
school, your input is so important. 
By working together, we can do 
the absolute best for your 
children. Keep talking, keep 
sharing, keep asking for help and 
keep supporting your child and 
their learning in school. 



We are LOUD 
There are Happy Children 

We get messy
Everyone is welcome

We learn lots!
We have FUN! 

In Reception…



Thankyou

K.read@richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk


