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Welcome! 

Welcome back everyone.  We hope you’ve all had a happy and healthy summer holiday.  We 

would also like to welcome all the new children and families that are starting in Reception class 

and throughout the school.  We hope you will all have an enjoyable and valuable learning 

experience here at Richard Clarke.   Here’s to another very exciting learning journey ahead of 

us all, and hopefully a bit more normality - bon voyage! 

 

We also have news of our formal academisation with the Uttoxeter Learning Partnership.  If you 

remember we started the process over a year ago and things all got delayed for a variety of 

reasons, nonetheless, the partnership is now official and we look forward to working with our 

colleagues in the trust.  See attached welcome letter from the CEO, Mrs Sarah Clark. 

 

Please remember the newsletter comes out every Friday and we urge you to read the 

information so that you are fully informed about what’s happening in school.  Good 

communication helps us form a strong relationship and work positively together and whilst we 

know you are busy people, please take a few minutes to regularly read the newsletter.  It will be 

parent mailed on a Friday and will also be on the website to view anytime.  If you have any 

problems accessing the newsletter talk to us and we can help. 

Mrs Hanson 

 

Dates for the diary: (could be subject to change. Always check newsletters & website) 
Wb 6.9.21 some clubs begin (see page 2 for details) 

Monday 6.9.21 Horn dance day (see page 4 for details) 

Thursday 9.9.21 Rock Steady band lessons start 

Thursday 16.9.21 Reception Class - Parent Induction Meeting, 6pm (socially distanced in hall) 

Thursday 21.10.21 Harvest Festival PROVISIONAL DATE-WAITING FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE ON 

WHAT FORM THIS CAN TAKE 

Break up 21.10.21 

Friday 22.10.21 Staff Training Day, school closed to children. 

Children return to school on Monday 1st November 

Week beginning 15.11.21 Parent/Teacher Meetings (save the date - details to follow) 
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IMPORTANT - NUT FREE SCHOOL 

This is an important polite reminder we are a NUT FREE school.  Please check all items you give 

your children for snack or packed lunch or things they bring in for their friends on their birthdays 

that they are NUT FREE.  We do have children in school with nut allergies so it is really important 

you adhere to our policy. 

 

Thank you. 



TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

2 

Clubs for this half term - Autumn 1 2021 

Payment for clubs is via parent pay unless otherwise stated £24 per 6 week block) 
Monday: Streetdance/Hip hop Starting 13th September Reception/Y1/Y2 with Burton Albion (20 

MAX) 6 weeks 

 

Tuesday:  Gardening club Y3/4 Starting on 14th September. It will be on a Tuesday night 3.20 - 4.20. It 

will run for 6 weeks (16th Sept – 19th Oct inclusive) at a cost of £24, cheques made payable to C. 

Farrington, or bank transfer/card payment is available.   

Wildcats Girls Football Y1-4 Starting Tuesday 7th September. (16 MAX) 

 

Wednesday: 

3.10-4.10pm Multi-Skills Circuits for Years Rec, 1 & 2 with Burton Albion commencing 8th September 

6 weeks 

3.20-4.20pm Archery Club for Y3/4 starting 8th September. (see separate letter for cost £39.00 for 6 

weeks) 

  

Thursdays:  Dance Club with Mrs Hanson for Years 3 and 4, starts 9/9/21 and will run into next half 

term - (£4 per session) 3.20pm-4.20pm  

Session 1:  9.9.21   

Session 2:  23.9.21  

Session 3:  7.10.21 

Session 4:  14.10.21 

Session 5:  4.11.21 

Session 6: 11.11.21 + show for parents/carers/friends at 4.15pm if permitted. 

(NB No sessions on 16.9.21 and 30.9.21 due to other diary commitments) 

 

Thursdays: Cricket club with Mr Tolley for Years 2, 3 and 4, starts 9/9/21, 6 weeks 

 

Please email or speak to the school office if you would like to take part in any of the clubs and you 

will then receive confirmation letters with more details. 

Reception Class - Induction Evening 

Thursday 16th September 6pm 
All new Reception parents are invited to come and learn more about your child’s class, their 

curriculum and how you can support their learning at home.  School staff will be there to talk to you 

about different areas of learning.  We look forward to seeing you all.  We will be socially distanced in 

the school hall.  We really hope you can come as it is important as parental involvement in children’s 

learning has a significant impact and hopefully you will pick up lots of tips on how you can help your 

children with their learning at home.  However, we understand if you prefer not to come in the current 

climate.  Speak to us if you have any problems making this date or other concerns and we will share 

the information in an alternative way. 

COMPETITION 
We have purchased a wooden/glass sculpture for the school’s garden depicting a rainbow to mark 

the strange couple of years we’ve all been through and how this experience may have changed us 

all in some way for ever.  There is space for an engraving so we are having a competition to come 

up with an inspirational quote that is fitting to mark either what we’ve been through, or what we are 

now looking forward to.  It must be 10 words or less.  Please discuss as a family and email your 

suggestions to the school office.  The winning quote will be engraved on the sculpture for all time. 

Deadline for entries Friday 10th September. 



 
TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

3 

School day—gates will open just after 8.45am 
Reminder 8.50am start for Reception class and Year 1 and Year 2. 

9.00am start for Year 3 and 4. 

If you have children in both stages drop both off at the 8.50 time. 

At the end of the day: 

3.10pm collection for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, and 3.20pm for Year 3 and Year 4.  If you have 

children in both stages, collect at the 3.20pm time and we will look after the children until then. 

 

I would like us all to tighten up on punctuality this year as it got a bit lax last year with the difficulties of 

the pandemic.  We will always be sympathetic to occasional, unavoidable lateness as this happens to 

us all, but not as sympathetic to repeated/regular lateness.  Thank you for your cooperation as we strive 

for high standards. 

End of the day procedures - reminder: 

Please can we remind you of our end of day procedures for collecting your children.   

 

Reception class - your child will be passed to you by a member of staff from the  

Reception door, moving to the courtyard door later in the year. 

 

Y1/2 - your child will be passed to you by a member of staff from their class door in the courtyard. 

 

Y3/4 - your child will be dismissed by a member of staff to go and meet you at your agreed place.  

Children are instructed that if you are not at the agreed meeting place they are to come straight 

back to class or go to the school office (see letter) 

 

Please wait in the same zones as last year so teachers can easily spot you and maintain social 

distance, where possible, just as a precaution and it helped teachers last year find you. 

 

All parents must let school know who is picking their child up regularly and all parents must let school 

know if there is a change to the normal routine.  Other parents must not offer to or just take children 

for friends unless we have been informed by the child’s parents that this is their wish.  We know this is 

well intentioned helpfulness but unfortunately it goes against our safeguarding guidelines. 

 

Please also remind your children that if ever they are not sure who is picking them up, then please 

stay with a member of school staff until we can sort it out. We will be reminding the children in 

school also.  Thank you for your assistance in keeping all children safe.  It is as always, our main 

concern and priority. 

PE uniform reminder 

 

We are asking children to wear PE kits on their PE days as we have found this beneficial for a number of 

reasons.  It extends the lesson by saving on changing time and eases congestion in cloakrooms.  

However, as this is now a permanent arrangement we would ask that the PE kit is in school colours and 

not an assortment of fashion/football team tees or hoodies.  We have asked School Trends to add a 

logo red hoodie and black trackpants to our PE kits for the winter months and we have added a skort to 

the summer PE kit.  If you don’t want the logoed kit, plain red or black items are acceptable.  Decent 

red, grey/black or white trainers are preferred and they support the feet better than pumps. 

 

If you have any financial hardship or your children are in receipt of pupil premium, please ask the school 

office as we may be able to help with the cost of uniform. 

 

Your child’s class teacher will share with you which days they need to come in their PE kits.  Thank you. 



Community News 
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Homelearning routine 
Autumn term, Spring 2 and Summer 2:  Traditional style weekly homelearning tasks 

 

Spring 1 and Summer 1:  GANAS project homelearning (more info to follow) 

 

Reading, spelling, mental maths activities will be ongoing throughout the year. 

 

New reading books, library books and homelearning 
It is important for teachers to take the time to assess children so they know what skills have 

been retained over the summer break and make sure children have appropriately pitched 

reading books and homelearning.  It is also important that teachers take the time to settle 

children in and establish good routines.  We therefore ask for your patience whilst this is being 

done and understand that you will get reading books and homelearning in due course.  We 

will be looking to keep our online platforms (class Dojo, Google Classroom and the school 

website) to support homelearning. 

 

Meanwhile encourage your children to read home books, practise existing skills and research 

into new topics.  Also please read to your children as often as you can, it is so important!!!

Thank you. Mrs Hanson 
 

 

ABBOTS BROMLEY HORN DANCE 

Monday 6th September - All day 
The Crown Car Park will be in use so drivers must make alternative provision when dropping 

off/picking up from school. 

 

School will be open as usual from 8.50am - 3.20pm.  We are aware of possible difficulties 

getting to school on time.  If you live outside the village and cannot avoid driving your 

children to school then we understand your children may need to be dropped off late and 

picked up early.  We would urge this only in exceptional circumstances and not just generally 

as it is very difficult for teachers to lead the lessons purposefully with only half a class.  Please 

don’t panic if you are late dropping off on this occasion, we will not record the late and we 

will always keep children safe with us if you arrive late at the end of the day. 
 

The main road through Abbots Bromley may be closed at points to allow for the dance.  

Notices will be put up.  You may need to park on the outskirts of the village and walk in, 

please allow extra time. 

 

Please discuss with us if you have any problems. 

 



 
VACANCY 
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Catering Assistant for School Kitchen (Employed by Chartwells) 

11.25 hours  £8.91 per hour 

11.15 – 1.30pm Monday – Friday 

Term time only 

You will prepare sandwiches and serve school meals then help with the 

washing up and cleaning duties. 

It doesn’t matter if you’ve never worked as a Catering Assistant before what 

does is taking pride in what you do and a willingness to learn. 

Apply with a CV to u87924@compass-group.co.uk 

Richard Clarke and Chartwells are committed to safeguarding and promoting 

the welfare of children, young people and vulnerable adults and expects all 

staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The post is subject to an 

enhanced DBS Disclosure check along with relevant employment checks. 

Any questions, feel free to ring the School Office. 

WOW!  Lots of information 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read a rather lengthy 

newsletter!  Sorry it is so long but it is important you have all the 

information you need to ensure we work together positively.  
 

PTFA - New term outside disco event! 

 
Thursday 30th September, straight after school, save the date!   

 

Details to follow 

Corona virus update 
Please stay vigilant and stick to the government guidance.  See update from local authority 

attached.  Thank you. 

mailto:u87924@compass-group.co.uk

