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TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE 

 
  

Contact us:   Phone:   01283 840206 

Email:   

Mrs Kennedy or Mrs Lowther:  office@richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk  

Mrs Hanson: headteacher@richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk  

Website:  www.richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk 

Dates for the diary: (could be subject to change. Always check newsletters & website) 

Wednesday 26th January - Re-scheduled Flu Vaccinations 

Thursday 17th February GANAS share-details to follow 

Friday 18th February  BREAK UP HALF TERM 

Monday 28th February BACK TO SCHOOL  

Friday 4th March World Book Day - details to follow 

Week beginning 7th March - Parent consultation meetings - details to follow 

Friday 8th April BREAK UP FOR EASTER 

Monday 25th April SCHOOL CLOSED INSET DAY 

Tuesday 26th April school open for pupils 

CORONA VIRUS UPDATE 
Please remain cautious as we have had two cases this week in Y4 and one in Reception, and we 

would like to avoid further outbreaks. 

 

On Wednesday, the Prime Minister announced that all Plan B measures will be removed in England, 

with a full return to Plan A by Thursday 27 January.  We will respond with caution and common 

sense and reinstate any measures we need to in response to any local outbreaks as necessary.   

 

Thank you again. 

MENU W/C 24th JANUARY  
 
Monday Vegetable supreme pizza/Soft burrito wrap filled with lightly spiced veggies & rice 
Tuesday Chicken filo pie & mashed potato/Macaroni cheese 
Wednesday Roast turkey/Quorn roast, fluffy roasties & gravy 
Thursday Pasta Bolognese/Veggie balls in tomato sauce with pasta 
Friday  Fish fingers/Quorn dippers & chips 
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How important is vocabulary? 

Did you know? 
 

Language opens doors. It unlocks the world of reading and the 

imagination, and the excitement of writing. 

 

 It builds the capacity to explore new subjects.  

 It releases our potential to learn and grow as an individual.  

 In schools, it underpins progress and impacts on attainment. 

 Throughout school, it affects self-esteem and behaviour, and plays a huge role in a 

child’s future life chances.  

 Poor vocabulary – the word gap – leaves too many children seriously limited in their 

enjoyment of school and success beyond. (Harley, OUP, 2018) 

 

Research has shown that: 

Being ‘word poor’ at a young age can have far reaching negative consequences for our 

children.  The word gap affects children's  wider life chances and contributes to: 

•lower self-esteem and poorer behaviour  

•difficulty making friends, joining in activities, and expressing feelings  

•worse school attendance  

•difficulty getting work after leaving school 

•young people being less likely to stay in education (OUP, 2018) 
 

With this in mind we are making vocabulary development one of 

our priorities in school this year 
We are working in school to raise the profile of words across the curriculum.  We are 

becoming more knowledgeable and confident in the explicit teaching of vocabulary.  

Did you know? 

Tier 1 words are:  Everyday words learned through talk 

Tier 2 words are:  Important academic words used frequently across the school curriculum 

Tier 3 words are:  Subject specific words   

 
What can you do at home to help your children’s vocabulary develop? 

 

 Read more: Reading with and to your children will expose them to more tier 2 and 3 

vocabulary that they won’t necessarily come across in conversation 

 Repetition of new words is key to remembering them 

 Be interested in new words: etymology-where do words come from?  How are they 

linked? Eg: Bio—Greek origin for life, English examples: biology, biography.  Play with 

words like coming up with synonyms (words that mean similar) big/large/enormous/

gigantic, or antonyms (words that mean opposite) beautiful—grotesque, hot—cold 

 Talk like an expert!  Expose children to a more varied diet of words in your family 

conversations 

 

Have a go at home and see if you can raise your families interest in vocabulary.  More tips, 

activities and training to follow!   


