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OPEN MORNING Sunday 13th October 2019 10 AM - 12.00 PM
We will be holding an Open Morning for all parents/carers who are considering sending their
children to our school. Parents will be able to have a complete tour of the school, talk to staff,
meet some pupils and see all that we have on offer at Richard Clarke.
Please could you all help us in advertising this event. Either by word of mouth if you know people
who may be interested or if you have means to put up posters or give out flyers then please get
some from the school office.
Your help will be very much appreciated as the future of our school funding depends on healthy
numbers to keep 5 separate year groups. Many, many thanks.

Dates for the diary: (could be subject to change. Always check newsletters & website)
NEW Friday 4.10.19 Parent Support Meeting
Monday 7.10.19 Year 4 trip to Enginuity (details to follow)
Sunday 13.10.19 Richard Clarke Open day for prospective parents, 10-12pm
Friday 18.10.19 School disco, 5.30-7pm
Thursday 24.10.19 Harvest Festival (all parents and friends invited) 2pm, in the school hall
Break up 24.10.19
Friday 25.10.19 Staff Training Day, school closed to children.
Children return to school on Monday 4th November
13.11.19 or 14.11.19 Parent/Teacher Meetings (save the date - details to follow)
20.11.19 Reading workshop for parents lead by Mr Welsh, 6pm
3.12.19 Maths workshop for parents lead by Mr Hindhaugh, 3.45pm
Friday 6.12.19 Christmas Fair (details to follow)
Friday 13.12.19 Christmas Play Performance, St Nicholas Church, 2pm (all parents and friends
invited)
Friday 20.12.19 Break up for Christmas
Monday 6.1.20 SCHOOL CLOSED INSET DAY
Tuesday 7.1.20 Pupils back in for Spring term
Parent Support Meeting
On Friday the 4th October we are holding our Autumn term Parent Support meeting. This meeting is
at 9am and will be in the school staffroom. This is a great opportunity and is open to all parents (or
grandparents/carers) to chat with other parents informally. It is run by Paula Tomlinson who is Year
Three parent, school governor and nurse. Paula is passionate about supporting parents and families
with any issues they may have such as behaviour queries, special educational needs and just
general support in a non-judgemental way. Biscuits are included! Miss Cooper (our Assistant SENCO)
will also be at the meeting [as well as Carol Smart who is our Special Needs Governor and is an
advisor for other local authorities.] Parents in the past have been able to share experiences, talk
and gain advice and simply make friends. We warmly welcome those who have been before and
new faces. We would love to see you there!
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Uniform reminder
Please can you ensure all children’s uniform is labelled with their names. It is hard for us to
get lost sweaters and cardigans back to the right children without names. Please ensure all
children bring a coat to school. It is turning cooler and we do try to go outside wherever
possible. Jewellery and hair accessories should be minimal. Nail varnish and tattoos are not
school uniform.

HARVEST CELEBRATION
Thursday 24th October 2pm
In the School Hall

You are all invited to come and hear the children sing at our Harvest
Celebration.
As part of our celebration we make a collection of food to donate to
the Rugeley food bank to support local children and families in
need.
Donations of foodstuffs would be greatly appreciated. If you feel that
you would like to contribute, then please deliver your donation to
your child’s class teacher before the event.
Please use the list on the right as a guide. We have also been
advised that packets of chocolate biscuits are nice as treats for
children.
Thank you very much.

Sensory Circuits
Due to the success of ‘Sensory Circuits’ last year, we have decided to develop this even
further. We have employed Mr Morris who is a highly experienced P.E. teacher and coach
to deliver a more personalised programme to the individuals who were previously involved.
Rather than before school, we now offer this on a Friday. The sessions last half an hour and
are throughout the day. These are rotated so that the children do not miss the same
sessions. The sessions will focus on gross and fine motor skills with a range of other skills to
develop confidence and resilience. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask Miss
Cooper or Mrs Care. Many thanks.
New parents second induction evening
Thank you to all parents who came to our second new parent induction evening last night.
It was an enjoyable workshop and great to get to know each other more. We hope you
found the information useful.
If you were unable to make the workshop please follow the link to the powerpoint
information that was shared. Please speak to Mrs Read if you have any questions about
the information.
https://www.richardclarke.staffs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2nd-new-parentinduction-2019-September.pdf
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Choosing your child’s next school…
You will need to consider what happens once your children leave Richard Clarke at the end
of Year 4. We highly recommend they follow the majority of pupils on to Oldfields Hall Middle
School and then Thomas Alleyne’s High School. Both of these schools offer amazing
opportunities and I strongly recommend you visit the schools to see exactly what's on offer.
Open evenings are happening this term but if you cannot make these ring the schools
directly and make an appointment to visit.

Oldfields Hall Middle School Open evening save the date:
Thursday 17th October from 6.00 to 8.00pm
Formal Presentations to take place at 6.00 and 7.00pm
https://oldfields.org.uk/

THOMAS
ALLEYNE’S
HIGH SCHOOL
UTTOXETER











Make excellent progress equal to the top 10% of
schools in Staffordshire and Derbyshire.
Study a broad curriculum including choosing subjects from the Arts, Design Technology, Languages, and
partake in unique opportunities such as the School Farm.
Be part of a caring and supportive House System where
every child matters.
Take part in one of the 20 House competitions.
Benefit from over £5 million recent investment in facilities
including exceptional sports facilities.
Get involved in exceptional extra-curricular opportunities including
Duke of Edinburgh, National Citizenship Project and a host of sporting
fixtures.
Perform in School Music and Drama Productions.

Experience outdoor education on residentials and travel internationally with our staff.
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PREVENT STRATEGY
What is the Prevent strategy?
Prevent is a government strategy designed to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorist or extremist
causes.
The Prevent strategy covers all types of terrorism and extremism, including the extreme right wing, violent Islamist groups and other causes.
How does the Prevent strategy apply to schools?
From July 2015 all schools (as well as other organisations) have a duty to safeguard children from radicalisation
and extremism.
This means we have a responsibility to protect children from extremist and violent views the same way we protect them from drugs or gang violence.
Importantly, we can provide a safe place for pupils to discuss these issues so they better understand how to
protect themselves
What does this mean in practice?
Many of the things we already do in school to help children become positive, happy members of society also
contribute to the Prevent strategy. These include:






Exploring other cultures and religions and promoting diversity
Challenging prejudices and racist comments
Developing critical thinking skills and a strong, positive self-identity

Promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils, as well as British values such as
democracy
We will also protect children from the risk of radicalisation, for example by using filters on the internet to make
sure they can’t access extremist and terrorist material, or by vetting visitors who come into school to work with
pupils.
Different schools will carry out the Prevent duty in different ways, depending on the age of the
children and the needs of the community.
Frequently Asked Questions:
How does Prevent relate to British values?
Schools have been required to promote British values since 2014, and this will continue to be part of our response to the Prevent strategy. British values include:






Democracy
The rule of law
Individual liberty and mutual respect

Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs
Isn’t my child too young to learn about extremism?
The Prevent strategy is not just about discussing extremism itself, which may not be appropriate for younger
children. It is also about teaching children values such as tolerance and mutual respect.
The school will make sure any discussions are suitable for the age and maturity of the children involved.
Is extremism really a risk in our area?
Extremism can take many forms, including political, religious and misogynistic extremism. Some of these may be
a bigger threat in our area than others.
KEY TERMS: Extremism – vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values such as democracy, the rule
of law and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs; Ideology – a set of beliefs; Terrorism – a violent action
against people or property, designed to create fear and advance a political, religious or ideological cause;
Radicalisation – the process by which a person comes to support
extremism and terrorism.
Where to go for more information
Contact the school if you have any concerns or queries or See our policies. You will find more details about
radicalisation in our Safeguarding Policy. We also have information about spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development and British values.
External sources:
Prevent duty guidance: for England and Wales, HM Government
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417943/
Prevent_Duty_Guidance_England_Wales.pdf
Frequently asked questions, Prevent For Schools
http://www.preventforschools.org/?category_id=38
What is Prevent? Let’s Talk About It
http://www.ltai.info/what-is-prevent/
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Aldi’s Kit for Schools
We have joined in with Aldi’s
campaign, which is
committed to improving the healthy eating habits of 1.2 million children by
2020. You can help us by shopping in Aldi. Each time you spend £30 in
store you will receive a special Team GB athlete sticker.
If we can collect 300 stickers, we have the chance to win £20,000!
Simply pop your stickers into the post box by the office—happy shopping!

Coming to your school soon

ParentPay!!!
More information to follow ...

